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The Kofu Kai Review 

The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Kai Bonsai Club 

 Meeting Time and Place  
  SEPTEMBER 21, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Blvd, Anaheim 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
Manuel Martinez  

Executive Board  

 

Officers 
 

 

Founding President: 
Harry Hirao             714-847-1832 

President 
Manuel Martinez    949-770-9633 

Vice President 
Carol Upston           310-346-4203 

Recording Secretary 
Joe Szabo               312-523-3532 

Treasurer: 
An D. Truong    714-932-1244 

Past President 

 

Board of Directors 
Larry Ragle   949-497-5626 

 

 

 

 

Committees 
 

Auction 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Badges 
Lois Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Benefit Drawing 
Dan & Wanda         714-826-5024 

         Danesi 

Meeting Refreshments 
Helen Ho    714-828-9852            

Membership 
An D. Truong           714-932-1244 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Chassagne  949-770-9633 

Pre-Meeting Workshop 
Al Nelson    949-854-2681 

Program 
Ron Reekers            714-585-6770 

Publicity 

Open             

Show Co-Chairs 
Anthony Chiusolo    714-998-3420 

Mike Viljak    949-642-3577 

Sunshine 
Marybel                  714-524-0275 

    Balendonk 

Website 
 Open 

 

    

WWW.KOFUKAI.ORG 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

John Nielson 
 

We are pleased to have John Nielsen back as the demonstrator for the 
September meeting.  John is a licensed Arborist with 30 years’ experience in the 
Art of Bonsai.    Over the years he has studied under Harry Hirao, Mel Ikeda and 
Tak Shimazu.  His passion for the Art of Bonsai continues to give him great 
pleasure and rewards as he strives to perfect his trees and share his knowledge 
with other enthusiast at many levels of development.  John will be demonstrating 
how to manipulate branches by proper wiring techniques in order to heighten the 
quality of any material. John will work on a large prostrata juniper with a 3” 
trunk.  This completed tree will be raffled off at the end of the demo.  In addition, 
he wanted to let the Kofu Kai members know that he will be bringing in a “bunch 
of stuff” for the raffle.  This is a demo you do not want to miss; it is a great 
learning opportunity and chance to win some good material. 

Ron Reekers 
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August Meeting 
 

We appreciate all of the members who donated to the 
Auction last month to once again make it a successful 

event.  It is because of your generious donations that we 
will be able to continue offering the programs you enjoy. 

 
       
 
                                          

 

 
 

                

 

K O F U  B ON S AI  K A I  -  B ON SA I  ID EA S  

 

B Y  MAR T Y  M AN N  

 

S E PT E M B ER ,  2 01 2  ( # 8 5 )  

 

G r o wt h  p a t t e r ns  o f  m o s t  t r e es  b eg i n  t o  s lo w  d o w n a t  t h i s  t i m e .  T h ey  n o  l o ng e r  s ho w s i g ns  

o f  v i g o r  o r  t h e  b l us h  o f  s um m er  g r e e n e r y .  T h e y  w i l l  no t  s ho w a u t um n co l o r s  y e t  s i nc e  t h e  

c h em i ca l  c ha ng es  r eq u i r e d  do  n o t  b eg i n  t o  m a t e r i a l i z e  un t i l  l a t e  i n  S e p t em b er .  T h e  

" Au t u m n a l  Eq u i n ox ”  a p p r o a c h es  - -  t h e  da y  o f  eq u a l  n i g h t s  a n d  da ys  t ha t  l e a ds  us  i n t o  t h e  

f a l l  s e a s o n ,  a r ea s  i n  o u r  ya r d ,  p r ev i o u s l y  e x p o s e d  t o  f u l l  s u n ,  ha v e  m o r e  s ha d e  a n d  

c o n ve r s e l y  t r ee s  g e t  l es s  l i g h t  t ha n  t h e y  a r e  a c c us t o m e d t o  ha v i ng  i n  o r de r  t o  g r o w .  N o t i c e  

t r e e  l o c a t i o ns .  M o v e  d e c i d u o us  t r ee s  i n t o  c o o l e r  a r e a s  i f  yo u  ha v e  ha d  r e c en t  p e r i o ds  o f  
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r eg r o w t h .  I n  s p i t e  o f  p e r i o ds  o f  c o o l  w e a t h e r ,  t r e es  c a n  r es p o n d  t o  t h e  wa r m t h  o f  t he  l a t e  

s um m er  a n d  d ev e lo p  ne w fo l i a g e .   

 

F a l l  i s  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l u x u r i o us  g r o w t h  o f  s um m er  a n d  t h e  l a s t  s p u r t  o f  a c t i v i t y  

b e fo r e  s e t t l i ng  d o wn  f o r  w i n t e r  do r m a n cy .  B o n s a i  w i l l  no  l o ng e r  g r o w  v e r y  m uc h  s o  t h e  

n e e d  fo r  e x t e ns i v e  p r u n i ng  s h o u ld  b e  m i n i m a l .  S i nc e  r e c e n t  g r o w t h  m a y  ha v e  a d de d  g i r t h  

t o  b r a nc h es  a n d  t r u nk s ,  c h ec k  a l l  w i r e d  b r a n c h es  t o  s e e  i f  t h e y  a r e  s e t  a n d ,  i f  t h e y  a r e ,  

r em o v e  t h e  w i r es .   

 

A s s u m i ng  yo u  h a v e  p r o p e r l y  r e d uce d  t h e  n i t r o g e n  f e e d i n g  d u r i ng  t h e  p a s t  f e w  m o n t hs  t h e  

f a l l  co lo r s  o n  d e c i d u o us  t r e es  w i l l  s h o w  o n  l i q u i d  a m b e r s ,  m a p le s ,  g i n g k o e s ,  ho r nb e a m s  

a n d  z e l c o v a .  C o o l  n i g h t s  a n d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  e q u a l  da ys  a n d  n i g h t s  a dd  t o  t h i s  p he n o m en o n .  

W i n t e r  g r o wt h  g e n e r a l l y  g o e s  i n t o  t h e  l i g n i f i c a t i o n  o f  w o o d y  b r a n c h es  a n d  t r u n k s .   

 

F a l l  i s  a n  ex c e l l e n t  t i m e  t o  g a t he r  t r e e  s e e ds  a s  t h e y  r i p e n .  Se e ds  f r o m  o a k  t r e e  a co r ns ,  

p i n e  t r e e  co n es  a n d  m a n y  v a r i e t i e s  o f  m a p l es  a r e  i n  p r o f us i o n - - a n  e x ce l l e n t  s o u r c e  f o r  

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  b y  o v e r  w i n t e r i ng  i n  y o u r  r e f r i g e r a t o r .  P l a n t  t h em  i n  e a r l y  s p r i ng  f o r  n e w  

n u r s e r y  s e e d l i ng s  a n d  f u t u r e  t r a i n i n g  s t o ck .   

 

P r u n i ng  a n d  p i n c h i ng  i s  s t i l l  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t y  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  g r o w t h  s lo w - d o wn .  K e ep  

e v e r g r e e ns  a n d  co n i f e r s  i n  s h a p e .  O ur  c l i m a t e  a l l o ws  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  f o r  n ew  g r o w t h  t o  

d e v e lo p  a n d  h a r d en  b e f o r e  w i n t e r  c o o l  da ys  e n co ur a g e  do r m a nc y .  Ch e c k  t h e  g r o wt h  o f  ne w  

c a n d l es  o n  p i n es .  T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  t i m e  f o r  s e co n d  ca n d l e  r em o v a l .  A t t e n t i v e  c u t  b a ck  a n d  

p i n c h i n g  m i n i m i z es  u na t t r a c t i v e  l o ng  i n t e r no d es  a n d  lo s s  o f  c o m p a c t ne s s .  T h e  m o r e  y o u  

p i n c h  a n d  c u t  t h e  m o r e  b r a n c h  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o c c u r s  a n d  ne w  b u ds  f o r m  f o r  s p r i ng .  T h i s  

c o ns t a n t  a t t en t i o n  f r o m  e a r l y  f a l l ,  t h r o ug ho u t  t he  do r m a n t  w i n t e r  s ea s o n ,  w i l l  i n t en s i f y  yo u r  

d e s i g n  o b j e c t i v es .  

 

L i m i t  c u t t i ng s ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  y e a r ,  t o  h a r dw o o d s p e c i m e n s  o r  t r o p i ca l  va r i e t i es .  T h e  us e  o f  

a  r o o t i ng  ho r m o ne s  a n d  a  p r e - s o a k i ng  o f  a  r o o t i ng  s t i m u la n t ,  s u c h  a s  B - 1  o r  S up e r t h r i ve ,  

i m p r o v es  t h e  o d ds  o f  s u c c es s .  A  b a s i c  r o o t i ng  m e d i u m  s uc h  a s  2  p a r t s  p e a t  m o s s  w i t h  l  

p a r t  p e r l i t e  o r  c o a r s e  s a n d  w i l l  s e r ve  yo u  w e l l .  K e ep  t h e  r o o t i ng  m ed i um  s l i g h t l y  m o i s t  a n d  

s h a de d  u n t i l  e v i d e n ce  o f  n ew  g r o wt h  a p p e a r s .  

 

C h a ng i ng  l ea f  co lo r s  -  C a us e  a n d  e f f e c t .   

 

A s  f a l l  a p p r o a c h es ,  d e c i d uo u s  t r ee s ,  i n  na t u r e  a n d  i n  b o n s a i ,  t u r n  g o l d ,  o r a ng e  a n d  

c r i m s o n .  W e  m a r v e l  a t  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t he s e  c h a ng es  a n d  a cc ep t  t h i s  m e t a m o r p h o s i s  a s  a  

f a c t  o f  l i f e .  I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a s s u m ed  t ha t  t h es e  c ha ng es  a r e  j us t  a  b yp r o du c t  o f  d y i ng  l e a v es  

d u e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  w ea t h e r  a n d  l i g h t .   

 

L ea v es  g e t  t h e i r  g r e en  c o lo r  d u r i ng  s p r i ng  a n d  s um m er  f r o m  ch l o r o p h y l l ,  t h e  p i g m e n t  t h a t  

c a p t u r es  s u n l i g h t .  B u t  l ea v es  a l s o  c o n t a i n  o t h e r  p i g m e n t s  w ho s e  co lo r s  a r e  m a s k e d  du r i ng  

t h e  g r o w i ng  s e a s o n .  I n  f a l l ,  t h e  a b s e n ce  o f  ch l o r o p h y l l  a l l o ws  t h es e  c o lo r  p i g m e n t s  t o  

b r ea k  o u t ,  d r a w  i n t o  t he  l e a f  t i s s ue s  a n d  b eg i n  t o  s ho w.  

 

T h e  c h em i c a l  a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  l ea f  i s  v e r y  a c t i ve .  A s  c h lo r o p h y l l  p r e v i o us l y  us e d  p r i m a r i l y  

f o r  p h o t o s yn t h es i s  f a d es ,  n u t r i e n t s  l i k e  n i t r o g e n  a n d  p ho s p ho r us  a r e  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  t h e  

t i s s u e  o f  t h e  t r e e ,  s t o r e d  a n d  us e d  i n  s p r i ng  fo r  g r o wt h  a n d  r ep r o d u c t i o n .  A n t ho c ya n i n ’ s ,  

t h e  p i g m e n t  t ha t  c r ea t e s  t h e  r e d  a n d  o r a ng e  co lo r s ,  b e co m e m o r e  do m i na n t  a n d  a p p e a r  t o  

p r o t e c t  l ea v es  b y  b lo ck i ng  s o m e o f  t h e  s u n l i g h t .   

 

A s  l e a v es  b e co m e  m o r e  co lo r f u l ,  a n  i n t e r es t i ng  p h e no m e no n  o cc ur s .  A p h i ds  a n d  o t he r  

i n s e c t s  a v o i d  t r ee s  w i t h  b r i g h t  f a l l  co l o r  a n d  t e n d  t o  l a y  t h e i r  eg g s  i n  l es s  co l o r f u l  t r ee s .  

W h e n  t he  e g g s  ha t c h  ne x t  s p r i ng ,  t h e  l a r v a e  f e e d  o n  t h e  t r ee  a n d  a r e  ve r y  d es t r u c t i v e .  

S o m e s t u d i es  s ug g es t  t ha t  t r e es  w i t h  s t r o ng  f a l l  c o l o r  t e n d  t o  s u f f e r  l e s s  d a m a g e  f r o m  

i n s e c t s  i n  s p r i ng .  T h i s  i s  a n  i n t e r es t i ng  o b s e r va t i o n ?  
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H a i k u  Po em :  

 

Q ua k i ng  l ea v es  s t i r  i n  t h e  b r e ez e  

T o  t e l l  o f  s o f t  w i n ds  

T h e  da y  p a s s es  a n d  n i g h t  f a l l s  

 

B y  M ar ty  M an n  

 

T h i s  a r t i c l e  h a s  b e e n  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k  c a l l e d  ‘  B o n s a i  I d e a s ’ . ©  B y  

M a r t y  M a n n .  M a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  t o  b e  c o p i e d  w i t h o u t  p u b l i s h e r  o r  a u t h o r ’ s  p e r m i s s i o n  

S e p t e m b e r  -  2 0 1 2  

 

 

 
 

 

UP COMING EVENTS 
 

Bowers Museum Show at the John M. Lee Court, September 
11-15 from 10am to 4pm.  On Thursday, September 12, there will 
be extended hours until 8pm with special presentation by Dr. 
Kendall Brown of Long Beach St. University on Japanese Gardens 
and from 5-7pm a Koto Player. Kofu members will have free access 
to the Bonsai display during the show dates. Enter from north side 
John Lee Court. 

 
 
 

October 30 – November 3, 2013 Burbank, California 

Golden State Bonsai Federation (GSBF) Convention XXXVI “Bonsai 
Artist Studio: Outside the Box” will be held at Marriott Hotel Los Angeles Burbank 
Airport. Headliners David DeGroot, Suthin Sukosolvisit and Peter Warren. Wonderful offsite 
field trips on Wednesday, October 30. Convention to be held Friday, October 31 through 
Sunday, November 3, 2013. Be sure to watch for pre-convention tours and activities. Visit our 
convention website http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/convention 

 
 

http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/convention/
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PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
 
         Beginners, looking to get 
started!  

Looking to improve your bonsai 

artistry and technique!  

Preparing your trees for exhibition! 

Wondering how to get started in 

Bonsai and have questions? Have a 

tree that is “difficult” to style and 

you may not know what to do. 

Questions on preparing your tree or 

displaying it at the Annual Show? 

No matter what your objectives 

are, you can bring your trees to 

work on at the pre-meeting 

workshop were experts like Al 

Nelson, Paul Vasina and Harley 

Newman can assist. Meet from 

4:00pm –6:00pm prior to the 

monthly meeting. 
 

Special Thank You 

April Refreshments: 
   Helen Ho 
   Tisa Miya 
   Harry Hirao 
   Tom Culton 
   Nancy Reekers 
   Wendy Tsai 
   

April Donations: 
   Dick Anderson 
   Bob White 
   Dave Miles 
   Harry Hirao 
   Kazuo Hosozawa 
   Bill & Lois Hutchinson 
   Harry Inami 
   Jeff Straley 
   Joe Szabo 
   Michael Viljak 
   Manuel Martinez 
   Tak Nakamura 
   Ron Reekers 
   Larry Ragle 
   Tish Miya 
    
     
 

 
 

    
 
 
  
  
 

  

  

  

  


