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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            

Executive Board  

 

Officers 
 

 

Founding President: 
Harry Hirao             714-847-1832 

President 
Manuel Martinez    949-770-9633 

Vice President 
Carol Upston           310-346-4203 

Recording Secretary 
Joe Szabo               312-523-3532 

Treasurer: 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Past President 
Paul De Rose 

Board of Directors 
Larry Ragle   949-497-5626 

 

 

 

 

Committees 
 

Auction 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Badges 
Lois Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Benefit Drawing 
Dan & Wanda         714-826-5024 

         Danesi 

Bus Trip 
Nina Ragle    949-497-5626 

Meeting Refreshments 
Open           

Membership 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Chassagne  949-770-9633 

Pre-Meeting Workshop 
Al Nelson   949-854-2681 

Program 
Carol Upston   310-346-4203 

Publicity 

open             

Show Co-Chairs 
Anthony Chiusolo    714-998-3420 

Mike Viljak    949-642-3577 

Sunshine 
Marybel                  714-524-0275 

    Balendonck 

Website 
Ryan Cali                949-735-3463 

 

 

    

WWW.KOFUKAI.ORG 
 

 

 

  August 20, 2011 Meeting Annual Auction  

 

Don't miss this amazing shopping 

opportunity - the Kofu Bonsai Kai 

Annual Auction! 

 
(also a great opportunity to make room in your yard) 

 
We all have plants sitting around our yards being watered and cared for that we just aren't 
using to their full bonsai potential.  Maybe your taste has changed, or you want to 
downsize your collection or you've had your fun with a particular tree and are over it.  Why 
not pass that plant along to someone who will develop it and in the process support your 
club and the programs and activities that you enjoy!  And don't limit yourself to plants, 
think about pots, books, tools, whatever it is we'll auction it for the benefit of your club.  Go 
on, get out there and rummage around! 
 

Newer Members:  This is the single best opportunity of the year to obtain 
bonsai material at a very reasonable price. 
  
 

Our annual auction is one of Kofu Kai’s most important fund raisers. This event 

helps Kofu bring you the excellent speakers and demonstrators that we have 

throughout the year. It also allows us to purchase the pots and other raffle prizes 

that you look forward to winning at the meetings. 

  

All the items for the auction are donated, so please go through your bonsai or 

bonsai related items to make a donation to the raffle. Whether used or not makes 

no difference. It is through the generosity of our members that all of us continue to 

learn more about the art of Bonsai. 
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August 20, 2011 Meeting  Annual Auction 

(cont.) 

 
  

Here are some of the Auction rules: 

  

1. If you are donating items please arrive between 6:00pm and 6:30pm. To place them in the 

auction.  

2. Fill out a tag with your name on it and attach it to the item you’re donating. This is necessary in 

order to give you credit for the donation.  

3. If you want to buy, you need to get a bid card from the auction clerks.  

4. During the auction if you wish to make a bid on an item raise you bid card so the auctioneer can 

see it.  

5. After the last item is auctioned off the clerks will total the sales for each person bidding. 

Payments for items will be accepted after the auction is completed and made with cash or check 

only.  

6. After you have paid for you items you will take your receipt to the holding area and present it to 

the person in charge and obtain you items. 

  

Those that made donations will receive a tax slip indicating what the items sold for at a later time. 

  

 

 

 

JULY MEETING 

 
Lindsay Shiba Helps Kofu Shape Up Trees 
 
At our last meeting on Saturday July 16th Lindsay Shiba helped eleven Kofu members work on their 
trees in a three hour workshop.  Our meeting room was a whirlwind of bending, trimming chopping 
and wiring as Lindsay made continuous rounds of the participants, offering advice and hands- on 
muscle.  There was a wide variety of material being worked on including a huge juniper cascade, a 
California juniper, hinoki, an unusually fine natal plum and two large boxwoods.  I distinguished 
myself by making a huge pile of dirt on the floor as I sawed off a rootball.  Harry Hirao got into the act 
too by helping Lee Anthony with his very nice boxwood.  Other members pitched in as well to help 
participants execute their designs.  There was a constant buzz of conversation in the room as 
observers enjoyed making the rounds with Lindsay and learning from his comments with each 
workshop participant.  We thank Lindsay very much for making the long drive down to Anaheim to 
help us shape up our trees.  This means that more of you will be ready to show trees next year 
right?!!! 
 
            By Carol Upston 
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SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Mike Stacy - winner of miniature Cherry Tomato plant 
donated by Lindsey Shiba 
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                              KOFU BONSAI KAI -  BONSAI IDEAS 

 

BY MARTY MANN 

 

AUGUST ,  2011 (#73)  

 

S ummert ime and  the  l i v ing  is  eas y  -  so  g oes  t he  so ng .  Augus t  b r ings  so me  

resp i te  f ro m the  bus y  sp r ing  chores .  I t  i s  a  pe r io d  o f  s lo w growth b ut  

g reate r  resp ons ib i l i t y .  Aug us t  b r ings  h ig her  temp eratures  bu t  reduces  p run ing  

requ i rements .   Tr imming ,  repot t i ng  and  s ty l i ng  i s  s t i l l  i n  o rde r .  C ont inue  to  

p inch  the  t r ees  t hat  r equ i re  i t ,  da i l y .   

 

Water ing  is  an  impo r tant  summer  chore .  Warm summer  b reezes  encourage  h ig h  

leve ls  o f  mo is tu re  exp i ra t io n  th ro ugh  heal t hy  leaf  s ur faces .  Fo r  b al anced  p l ant  

heal t h  reg ul ar ,  inc reased  w ate r ing  s chedul es  must  co ns is tent l y  r enew  th is  

mo is ture .  Avo id  wet t i ng  t he  leaves  du r ing  t he  w arm days -  fo r  two  goo d 

reasons:  

  

 • Dayt ime  w ate r  t hat  adhe res  to  l eaves  can  l i te ra l l y  coo k  them and  cause  

severe  leaf  b urn .  I f  o verhead  w ater ing  is  unavo idab le ,  do  so  ea r l y  i n  t he  

morn ing  to  g i ve  t ime  fo r  su r f ace  evapora t io n .  

  

 • Ex cess ive  mo is ture  in  t he  cro tch  o f  l eaf  c lus te rs  o r  o n  t he i r  unde rs ides  

creates  env i ronments  t hat  are  ideal  fo r  the  fo rmat io n  o f  fung us  and  the  

re l a ted  heal t h  th reaten ing  damages .   

 

Be  reminded that  s ummer  vaca t io n ing  pu ts  an  add i t ional  b urden  o n  your  

' bons ai  s i t te rs ' .  A  sugges t ion  wo ul d  be  to  l e t  t hem w ater  you r  t rees  fo r  yo u  fo r  

a  few days  be fore  yo u  leave  to  be  s ure  t ha t  they  a re  fo l low ing  yo ur  

i ns t ruc t ions .  Trees  requ i r i ng  spec ia l  care  s ho ul d  be  g ro uped tog ether  t o  

s imp l i fy  a t tent ion .  Do n ' t  t r us t  you r  au tomat i c  w ater ing  sys tem w i tho ut  t he  b ack -

up  o f  so meo ne  w ho  can  check  f ro m t ime  to  t ime  to  audi t  i t s  f unct ions .   

 

T r y  fo rm ing  a  mutual  w a ter ing  p act  w i t h  fe l lo w bons a i is ts .  Yo u  do  fo r  them 

w hen  yo u  can  and they  w i l l  do  fo r  yo u.  I t ' s  a  g reat  wo rk ing  a r rangement  and  

co ns iderab l y  s afe r  t han  t rus t ing  yo ur  'b ab ies '  to  s t r angers .  

 

W i th  t he  ar r iva l  o f  s ummer  most  o f  t he  fo rmal  b ons a i  s hows  have  p ass ed  and  

the  bo ns a i is t  has  the  p l easu re  o f  d isp l ay ing  the i r  own  t rees .  The  ob ject ive  o f  a  

goo d hobb yis t  is  p r ide  in  t he  f i n is hed  t ree .  Th is  is  ach ieved  b y  main ta in ing  

goo d heal t h ,  con t inu ing  a  se lect i ve  feeding  ro ut ine  and  p ay ing  at t en t io n  to  

wea the r  cond i t io ns  t hat  se t  the  g u ide l ines  fo r  p rope r  wa ter ing  req ui rements .   

S ummer  ma in tenance  p rep ares  t he  t rees  fo r  f a l l  and  w in te r .  P l an  ahead .   

 

S ta r t  w i t h  the  cons tant  su rve i l l ance  o f  f as t  summer  g rowth .  Warm days  and  

coo l  n ight s  enco urag e  the  deve lop ment  o f  new  t ip  g ro wth ,  lo ng  in te rno des  and  
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l ush  fo l i age .  Ma in tenance must  i nc lude  p inch ing  and  p luck ing  o f  t he  g rowing  

t ips  as   

 

we l l  as  cut t i ng  b ack  t he  b ranches .  Reducing  the  b ranch  ex tens ions  enco urag es  

s hor te r  i n te rno des ,  t ig hte r  eve rgreen  fo rmat ions  and  deve lops  des i r ab le  

tw igg yness  o n  deciduo us  t r ees .  T r im  and shape  unw anted  growth.  M a in ta in  

f o rm and  des ign .   

 

A  reg ul ar  p rogram o f  f eeding  du r ing  t he  s ummer  months  is  imp or tant .   

Reduct io n  o f  t he  n i t rog en  co ntent  o f  t he  fe r t i l i ze r  m ix  inh ib i ts  ex cess ive  g reen  

growth and  a l lo ws  the  fo rmat io n  o f  chemical  changes  that  p ro duces  the  b es t  

f a l l  co lo rs .  The  b as ic  mix  o f  co t to nseed  meal  (70%)  and  bone  meal  (30  %)  can  

be  a l t e red  to  increase  the  bone  meal ,  the reb y  p ro v id ing  mo re  potass ium and  

p hosphorus  to  harden  the  woo dy  grow th .  I t  i n duces  the  deve lop ment  o f  f ru i t  

and f lowe r  buds  fo r  nex t  year .  Don ’ t  feed  p l an ts  t hat  appear  to  b e  su f fe r ing  

f ro m  summer  s t ress  due  to  oppress ive  heat  o r  mo is tu re  depr i va t ion .   

 

I t ' s  t oo  l a te  and  r isky  to  l ea f  p rune  in  t he  hot  s ummer  mo nths .  You  can  do  

se l ect ive  p run ing  o f  l arge  leaves ,  bu rnt  l eaves  and  the  obv io us  unw anted  

e l ong ated  b ranches  and  c ross ing  b ranches .  Keep  yo ur  po ts  f ro m get t i ng  too  

hot .  Roo ts  are  eas i l y  damag ed b y  ex cess i ve  hea t .  Be  s ure  you r  so i l  s t ays  damp  

a t  a l l  t imes .  Keep  the  humid i ty  h i g h and  the  a i r  mov ing  a round a l l  o f  yo ur  

t rees .    

 

Watch  t he  w i res .  Yo u  wo ul d  be  s urp r i sed  ho w f as t  sp r ing  t ra in ing  w i re  can  cut  

i n to  g row ing  branches  and  leave  permanent  s ca rs .  Turn  you r  t rees  to  g i ve  

t hem eq ual  l ig ht  exp osure  and  even  g rowth .  Avo id  p l ac i ng  t rees  o n  d isp l ay  

benches  nex t  to  ho t  re f l ect ing  w al l s .  Be  s ure  to  ro tate  f req uent l y .     

 

Un for tunate l y ,  t he  res t f u l  s ummer  pe r io d  o f  bo ns a i  en jo ymen t  is  a lso  t he  most  

ac t ive  p er io d  o f  p es t  p ro l i fe rat io n .  Bugs  lo ve  t he  co mb inat io n  o f  w armth  and  

mo is ture .  They  g row  and  at t ack  yo ur  t rees  w i th  r e l ish .  Keep  up  w i th  regul a r  

sp ray ing  o f  M al ath ion ,  Iso tex ,  Sev in ,  Or thor ix  Do rmant  Spray  (L ime  S ul f ur ) ,  

e tc .  P ick  what  wo rks  b es t  f o r  you .  App l y  under  and ove r  t he  l ea f  su r f ace  b ut  

o ut  o f  the  ho t  sun  and  not  j us t  be fo re  you  w ater .  Don ' t  app ly  any  chemicals  

w hen  temperatures  are  too  h ig h.    

 

Mos t  t r ansp l ant ing  is  no t  done  dur ing  the  summer  mon ths .  However  ce r t a in  

mater i a ls  s uch  as  Pomegrana tes ,  F icus ,  Bu t to nwoo d,  Coto neas ter ,  P yracantha  

and  mos t  Bambo o can  be  repot ted  o r  t r ansp l an ted  at  t h is  t ime .  T rees  that  w ere  

de fo l i a ted  l a te  in  June  a re  vu lnerab le  to  damage  dur ing  the  heat  o f  the  

s ummer .  Keep  these  t rees  in  p ar t i a l  s hade  unt i l  t hey  s t a r t  g rowing  ag ain .    

 

HAIKU POEM:  

By Marty  Mann  

 

Fu l l  day  w i t h  ho t  s un  

Bo ns a i - ing  w i t h  g rea t  p leasu re  

Why  comp la in  - lo ve  i t  
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T h i s  a r t i c l e  ha s  b e en  ex t r ac t ed  f r o m  th e  r e c en t l y  pu b l i sh ed  b ook  c a l l ed  ‘  B on sa i  

I d ea s ’ .©  By  Ma r t y  M an n .  M a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  to  b e  c o p i ed  w i th ou t  p u b l i sh e r  o r  au th o r ’ s  

p e r m i ss i on  

A u gu s t ,  2 01 1  

 

 

UP COMING EVENTS 
 

  

 

September 9th, 10th, 11th
 Kofi Bonsai Kai Show at Bower Museum with lectures 

and demos.  If you want to show please contact Anthony Chiusolo or Mike Viljak. 

April 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 2012 
Garden Grove, California 
California Bonsai Society: 55th Convention and Show at the Crown Plaza Anaheim Resort, 
12021 harbor Blvd. and starring the iron men of Naka, Frank Goya, Harry Hirao, Shig Miya, Ben Oki 
and Richard Ota. Also featuring Tomohiro Masumi, Ryan Neil, and Cheryl Manning, Kenji Miyata, 
David Nguy, Kathy Shaner and the members of CBS. There will be workshops, demonstrations, 
auctions, drawings, a huge vendor area and prizes & awards for early registrations. For registration 
information contact Elizabeth Partch at elizbethpartch@yahoo.com 

 
 

Bonsai Tools and Supplies: 

 

If you need any tools or supplies from Everett Bassin, contact him at 714-827-0661 or 714-392-5149 
or email him a bonsaitools@mindspring.com.  He will bring them to the meetings.  He will not be 
bringing his entire inventory to the meetings. 
 
 
 
 

Helen Ho has had to retire from the position of Refreshment Chair due to health reasons. In the short 
time that she took on the responsibility she did an excellent job and made considerable donations to 
the refreshment table which I am sure we all enjoyed and are thankful for. Kofu Kai wishes her well. 
  

 Refreshment Chairperson needed. 
If you are interested in getting involved in the running of Kofu Kai this is an excellent 
opportunity. The job requires you to attend meetings and set up the refreshment tables. There 
is very little to bring and any supplies or goodies you need to purchase will be reimbursed. 
You are also part of the Board and can attend Board meetings to get involved in the decision 
making process of the club. 
  

If interested Please contact me at the meeting or via e-mail. 
  

Manuel Martinez, manny22816@aol.com 

 
 

mailto:elizbethpartch@yahoo.com
mailto:bonsaitools@mindspring.com
mailto:manny22816@aol.com


 

7 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

 

Jerry Mattert & wife Dee Raun-Linde 
 
 

SAY HELLO TO THEM WHEN YOU SEE THEM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               

PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
  
 
Not for August Meeting 

Special Thank You 

June Raffle Donations: 
 
   Manuel Martinez 
   Harry Hirao 
   Bill & Lois Hutchinson 
   Bassin’s Bonsai Tools 
   Harley Newman 
   Shari Religa 
   Justine Keller 
   Helen Ho 
   Carol Upston 
 
June Refreshments: 
 
   Helen Ho 
   Harry Hirao 
   Tom Culton 
   Alonso Uribe 
   Bobbie Hoffman 
   Lee Anthony 
   Patrick & Bory Ngo 
 
    
 
    

BADGE DRAWING WINNERS 

Patrick Ngo 


