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The Kofu Kai Review 

The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Kai Bonsai Club 

 Meeting Time and Place  
  March 17, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Blvd, Anaheim 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
Manuel Martinez  
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President 
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Paul De Rose 
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Larry Ragle   949-497-5626 
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Badges 
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Benefit Drawing 
Dan & Wanda         714-826-5024 

         Danesi 

Bus Trip 
Nina Ragle    949-497-5626 

Meeting Refreshments 
An D. Truong   714-932-1244            

Membership 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Chassagne  949-770-9633 

Pre-Meeting Workshop 
Al Nelson   949-854-2681 

Program 
Carol Upston   310-346-4203 
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Anthony Chiusolo    714-998-3420 

Mike Viljak    949-642-3577 
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Website 
Alonso Uribe    323-496-2154 

 

    

WWW.KOFUKAI.ORG 

 

 

 

   
MARCH MEETING 

 

 
 
 
 

 
On March 17th, Kofu welcomes back Ray Blasingame for a demonstration 
on a beautiful specimen of a classic bonsai species, trident maple.  We all 

drool over the beautiful tridents in bonsai books and magazines and we are 
lucky to have a guy right here in our own back yard who not only is an 
expert on this fine trees but has been growing them commercially from 

seed in the San Gabriel Valley for a number of years.  Ray will discuss all 
aspects of tridents and is also very expert in other favorite deciduous 

bonsai trees such as Japanese maple and liquidambar orientalis so bring 
your questions. 

 
 

By Carol Upston 
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February Meeting 
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The February meeting was well attended for our founder, Harry Hirao, demonstration. As usual he worked on a 

California Juniper which he collected from the hills in the Mojave Desert. The demo went well and the trees 

turned out to be a very nice piece with great potential. Harry was assisted By Tom Culton and Peter Macasieb. 

The narrative for the program was supplied by Larry Ragle. 

  

The trees were completed and Harry donated it to the club for the raffle. Thanks to all who attended for making 

the evening a success. 

  

 

 

Manuel Martinez 

President 
        
 

 
 

 
 

 
                        

 

It’s that time of the year, DUES ARE DUE. Your newsletter will discontinue if you have not renewed.  Contact 

Bill Hutchinson at the meeting or when making Annual Dues payments by mail, please use these directions: 

Make Checks out to:  KOFU BONSAI KAI 

$20 per individual, or $25 for couples or two persons at one address. 
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Include your Name, Address, Telephone Number, and e-mail address is mandatory if you wish to receive a 

newsletter. 

MAIL Checks To:                                                   BILL HUTCHINSON 

18317 COLVILLE STREET 

FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA. 92708 

If you joined during the months of Oct., Nov., or Dec. you are paid for 2012 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

K O F U  B ON S AI  K A I  -  B ON SA I  ID EA S  

 

B Y  MAR T Y  M AN N  

 

M A R C H,  20 1 2  ( # 7 9)  

 

T h e  p r i m e  t i m e  f o r  p o t t i ng  i s  Ma r ch .  I f  y o u  ha ve  c r e a t e d  a  s up p l y  o f  g o o d  b a s i c  p o t t i ng  

s o i l ,  f e r t i l i z e r s  a n d  o t h e r  c h em i c a l s  y o u  a r e  r e a dy  t o  g o .  A r e  a l l  t h e  u s e d  p o t s  c l ea n ?  Do  

y o u  h a v e  a n  a s s o r t m en t  o f  g o o d  ne w  p o t s  t o  s e l e c t  f o r  ne w  p l a n t i ng s ?   

 

Y o ur  p r o j ec t s  ca n  b e  t h r e e f o l d :  

 •  m o v i ng  p r e - t r a i n e d  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  n u r s e r y  ca ns  t o  s e le c t e d  b o ns a i  p o t s ,  e i t h e r  f o r  

f u r t h e r  t r a i n i ng  o r  f o r  s ho w.   

 •  t r a ns f e r r i ng  t r e es  w h i c h  a r e  a l r ea d y  p o t t e d  i n t o  l a r g e r  o r  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p o t s  

b e ca us e  o f  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  b a s i c  s h a p e ,  s i z e  o r  d es i g n  o f  t h e  t r e es .  

 •  r ep o t t i ng  t r ee s  t h a t  a r e  r ea d y  t o  b e  r e f r es h e d  w i t h  ne w s o i l  a n d  r em o v a l  o f  

e x c es s i v e  r o o t  g r o w t h  t o  g e ne r a l l y  i m p r o v e  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t he  t r e es .  

 

D u r i ng  r ep o t t i ng  a c t i v i t i es  i t  i s  w i s e  t o  s t u dy  t h e  t r e e .  R em o v e  ex c es s  b r a n c h  g r o w t h ,  

c r o s s i ng  b r a n ch es  a n d  lo ng  i n t e r no d es  t ha t  m a y  ha ve  b ee n  o v e r l o o k e d  d u r i ng  t h e  do r m a n t  

m o n t hs .  T r e es  s h o u l d  b e  s o m e w ha t  o n  t he  d r y  s i d e  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  r ea d y  f o r  r ep o t t i ng .  T h e  

t r e e  w i l l  b e  e a s i e r  t o  r em o v e  f r o m  t h e  p o t .  Th e  c o m b i ng  o f  t h e  r o o t  b a l l ,  a f t e r  c u t t i ng  a wa y  

a b o u t  1 / 3 ,  w i l l  f r ee  t h e  f i n e  r o o t s  a n d  e n co ur a g e  r eg r o w t h .  Do  n o t  a l l o w  f i n e  r o o t s  t o  b e  

e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  s u n  o r  d r y i n g  w i n ds — k eep  a  s p r a y  b o t t l e  h a n dy .  S c r e e n  ne w s o i l  m i x e s  t o  

r em o v e  t h e  h a r m f u l  f i ne  d us t .  K eep  n e w ly  p o t t e d  m a t e r i a l  i n  p a r t i a l  s h a de  f o r  a  we ek  o r  s o  

a n d  t h e n  m o v e  t h em  o u t  i n t o  f u l l  s u n .  A l l o w  n e w fe e d e r  r o o t s  t o  d e ve l o p .  R ep la c e  a n d  

r ep l en i s h  a ny  l o s t  s o i l .   

 

P r i o r i t i ze  y o u r  w o rk  s c h e d u l e .  V a r i e t i es  o f  co n i f e r s ,  s u c h  a s  S p r u c e ,  F i r ,  H i n o k i  Cy p r e s s ,  

e t c . ,  c a n  b y  do n e  f i r s t .  N e x t ,  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  d ec i d uo us  t r e es  t ha t  a r e  b es t  do n e  w h i l e  t he  

l e a f  b u ds  a r e  s t i l l  t i g h t .  F i na l l y ,  do  a l l  o f  t he  J u n i p e r  v a r i e t i es  a n d  t h e  B a m b o o  s p e c i m e ns .  

D o n ' t  wa i t  u n t i l  l a t e  i n t o  A p r i l .  G i ve  n ew l y  p o t t e d  m a t e r i a l  a  c ha n c e  t o  de v e lo p  n e w g r o w t h  

i n  t h e i r  n e w  m e d i um  a s  t h e  w ea t he r  w a r m s .   

 

I t  i s  a d v i s a b l e  t o  r em o v e  p o r t i o ns  o f  t he  o l d  f o l i a g e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  he a v i e r  o l d  r o o t s ,  t o  

e n c o ur a g e  n e w g r o w t h .  Do  s o  w i t h  s o m e  l i m i t a t i o n — t o  m uc h  r em o v a l  s h o c k s  t h e  t r e e .  Ro o t  
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d i v i s i o ns  fo r m  w h e n ev e r  a  r o o t  c u t  t a k es  p la c e .  T he s e  d i v i s i o ns  p r o v i d e  f o r  b e t t e r  n u t r i en t  

a b s o r p t i o n .  B r a n c h  t r i m m i n g  a l l o ws  n e w b r a nc h  d i v i s i o ns  a n d  d es i r ed  b r a nc h  t w i g g y n es s .   

 

D e c i d uo us  t r ee s ,  s u c h  a s  J a p a n es e  Ma p l e ,  T r i d en t  Ma p l e ,  G i ng k o  a nd  L i q u i d  A m b er ,  ca n  

n o w b e  t r i m m e d  b u t  w a i t  a  f e w  w ee k s  u n t i l  t he  ne w g r o wt h  h a s  m a t u r e d .   

 

T h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  b eg i n  t h e  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  p r o g r a m  o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t r ee s .  Us e  a  s lo w  r e l ea s e  

f e r t i l i z e r  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s i g ns  o f  n e w  g r o w t h .  O r g a n i c  f e r t i l i z e r s  s uc h  a s  Co t t o n s e e d  M ea l  

( 7 5% ) ,  w i t h  a  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  B o n e  M e a l  ( 2 5% ) ,  g i v e  t he  t r e es  t he  d es i r e d  b o o s t  d u r i ng  t h i s  

g r o w i ng  s e a s o n .  B o n e  M ea l  i s  v e r y  s lo w  a c t i ng  b u t  i s  b e n e f i c i a l  i n  t h e  l o ng  r u n .  T o  i n s u r e  

t h e  m a x i m um  b lo o m i ng  p o t e n t i a l ,  n e w  g r o w t h  o n  f l o w er i ng  t r e es  a n d  a z a le a s  s h o u l d  b e  

w a t c h e d .  K eep  t h e  n i t r o g e n  c o n t en t  o f  f e r t i l i z e r s  a t  a  m i n i m um  i n  t he s e  ea r l y  f ee d i ng s  

s i nc e  ex c es s i ve  g r e e n  fo l i a g e  a n d  l e a f  g r o w t h  w ea k e ns  t h e  f l o wer i ng  e f f o r t .  Us e  a  w ea k  

a p p l i ca t i o n  j us t  a s  t h e  f l o w er  b u ds  b eg i n  t o  s w e l l  a n d  a g a i n  a s  t h e y  o p e n  a n d  d e v e lo p .  D o  

n o t  f e e d  a f t e r  t he  f l o w er s  a r e  f u l l y  o p e n .  M i r a c l e - G r o ® ,  a p p l i e d  o n  a  b i - we e k l y  b a s i s ,  i s  a n  

e x c e l l e n t  a l l  p u r p o s e  f e r t i l i z e r .   

 

P l a n t s  a r e  n o w g r o w i ng  v i g o r o us l y .  I t ' s  b e t t e r  t o  f e e d  m o r e  o f t e n  w i t h  l i g h t  a p p l i ca t i o ns  

t h e n  l es s  o f t e n  w i t h  a  h e a v y  h a n d .  K e ep  f e r t i l i z e r s  a w a y  f r o m  t he  t r un k  o f  t h e  t r e e .  

B r o a dc a s t  g r a n u la r  f o o d  l i g h t l y  o ve r  t h e  p o t  s u r f a c e  a n d  c lo s e  t o  t he  p o t  e dg es .  Do  no t  

f e e d  n e w ly  t r a ns p la n t e d  o r  r ep o t t ed  t r ee s  f o r  a  m o n t h  o r  t wo  t o  l e t  t he m  b e co m e 

e s t a b l i s h e d .  A  l o w  n i t r o g e n  f e r t i l i z e r s  s u c h  a s  S up er  P ho s p h a t e  k e ep s  f r u i t  a n d  b e r r i es  

f r o m  f a l l i ng  o f f  

p r em a t u r e l y .   

 

H A I KU  P O E M :  

 

T e n s e l y ,  I  s t r i d e  h o m e  

B u t ,  I  s t o p  i n  m y  g a r d e n  

I  s t a n d  ca lm  a g a i n  

 

B y  M ar t y  M an n  

 

T h i s  a r t i c l e  h a s  b e e n  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k  c a l l e d  ‘  B o n s a i  I d e a s ’ . ©  B y  

M a r t y  M a n n .  M a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  t o  b e  c o p i e d  w i t h o u t  p u b l i s h e r  o r  a u t h o r ’ s  p e r m i s s i o n  

M a r c h  - 2 0 1 2  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
 

Donn & Anna Bialik, Gerald & Kathleen Esra, Alex Uribe, Ted & 
Zaida Venter, Rod & Pat Wheeler, Joe & Naomi Zakimi 

 

Say hello to them when you see them 
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UP COMING EVENTS 
 
 

  

John Y. Naka Design Award:  The American Bonsai Society in fellowship and remembrance of our American 

Grand Master is pleased to announce that the 2012 John Y. Naka award program is now open and accepting 

photographic entries from across the North American continent. The program is open to both professionals and 

hobbyists, competing separately, using either Native American plant material or plant material grown entirely in North 

America. All North American regional associations, local clubs, study groups and professional Bonsai educators are 

encouraged to enter trees of members or students of their organizations who exhibit the spirit of artistic design taught by 

John Naka.  Entry deadline is April 1, 2012.  Visit the ABS website at http://absbonsai.org for details. 

 

 

April 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 2012 
Garden Grove, California 
California Bonsai Society: 55th Convention and Show at the Crown Plaza Anaheim Resort, 
12021 Harbor Blvd. and starring the Iron Men of Naka, Frank Goya, Harry Hirao, Shig Miya, Ben Oki 
and Richard Ota. Also featuring Tomohiro Masumi, Ryan Neil, and Cheryl Manning, Kenji Miyata, 
David Nguy, Kathy Shaner and the members of CBS. There will be workshops, demonstrations, 
auctions, drawings, a huge vendor area and prizes & awards for early registrations. For registration 
information contact Elizabeth Partch at elizabethpartch@yahoo.com 

If you have not seen the complete program for the 55
th

 , The Iron Men”, it can be seen at 

http://californiabonsaisociety.com 

 
 
April 26, 27, 28, 29, 2012 
Orange Empire Bonsai Society Exhibition – 23rd Annual Spring Garden Show at the South Coast Plaza.  

For more information contact David Nadzam at dnadzam@socal.rr.com or 714-345-6966 
 
 

 

 

Bonsai Tools and Supplies: 

 

If you need any tools or supplies from Everett Bassin, contact him at 714-827-0661 or 714-392-5149 
or email him at bonsaitools@mindspring.com.  He will bring them to the meetings.  He will not be 
bringing his entire inventory to the meetings. 
 
 

    

 

http://absbonsai.org/
mailto:elizabethpartch@yahoo.com
http://californiabonsaisociety.com/
mailto:dnadzam@socal.rr.com
mailto:bonsaitools@mindspring.com
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PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
 
Beginners, looking to get started!  

Looking to improve your bonsai 

artistry and technique!  

Preparing your trees for exhibition! 

Wondering how to get started in 

Bonsai and have questions? Have a 

tree that is “difficult” to style and 

you may not know what to do. 

Questions, on preparing your tree 

or displaying it at the Annual 

Show? No matter what your 

objectives are, you can bring your 

trees to work on at the pre-

meeting workshop were experts like 

Al Nelson, Paul Vasina and Harley 

Newman can assist. Meet from 

4:00pm –6:00pm prior to the 

monthly meeting. 
 
          

Special Thank You 

 
February Raffle Donations: 
 
  Manuel Martinez 
  Carol Upston 
  Harry Hirao 
  Bill & Lois Hutchinson 
  Bassin Bonsai Tools 
  Dick Anderson 
  Al Nelson 
   
 
 

February Refreshments: 
 
   Manuel Martinez 
   Harry Hirao 
   Tom Culton 
   Justin Keller 
   Dr. Walter Johnson 
    
    
    
 
     
    

 
    
 
    
 
 
  
  
 

  

  

  

  

 

PLEASE SEND YOUR BEST WISHES 

Marty Mann is recuperating from a stroke 

 We wish him a speedy recovery  

 


